
 

1 
 

January Issue 1 2020 

International Plastic Modellers Society 

Mirage SIG 

 

The quarterly newsletter for all things Mirage 

SIG Leader  Mark Ascott 

 

Hello again dear SIGGERS and welcome to the January edition of the newsletter, the first one of 2020 

and a bright new decade to boot.  It seems strange that Scale Model World 2019 at Telford took place 

two months ago.  It seems a lot longer than that.  

I will begin with SMW and what I can remember of it.  It certainly seemed to be bigger than the 

previous year even though the same halls were used.  The IPMS show team must be getting better at 

utilising every square foot of space available to them.  I thought there were more branches and SIG 

displays than ever before. 

SMW 2019 

The Mirage and French Air Forces SIG stands were located in Hall 2 right in the middle of the show.  

Jon Bowd was unable to bring the CAFFE SIG this year so we had IPMS Swindon next to our stand 

instead.  They were very quiet and appeared not to be very Mirage friendly.  On the other side of 

Paul’s FAF stand, IPMS West Suffolk had their stand.  This was fortuitous for us as Martin Lawrence is 

a member of this branch.  He is also a Mirage fan that Paul and I have been chatting to for a few years 

now with a view to Martin displaying some of his models on our stands.  Well 2019 was the year.  

Martin had brought a number of his Mirages to the big show and generously made available a Kfir 

converted into a two seater wearing the Columbian Air Force dark grey upper colour scheme and a 

nice tiger scheme Mirage F1C utilising one of the Syhart decal schemes.  Martin models in 1/72nd scale.  

He is a master with an airbrush.  His Kfir and F1C were superb replicas of the real aircraft.  Thank you 

Martin and welcome to the SIG, your support is most welcome.  

We had eight members bring their models which made for a more diverse display mainly covering 

1/48th and 1/72nd scales.  So my thanks and appreciation go out to David Thomas for bringing some of 

his Mirage 2000 collection and Cheetah conversion, Lutz Arndt for his exquisite Kfir C2, Phil Cater for 

his Prototype collection including the first Mirage 4000 to grace our stand.  Simon Cornes brought his 

lovely Fonderie Miniatures Mirage IIIE, Ian Short brought his 1/72nd collection of F1s, 2000’s and a rare 

Matchbox Mirage IIIC wearing SAAF colours.  Jon Bowd provided four of his 1/48th  RAAF jets.  I have 

covered Martin’s contribution above.  So that leaves Paul Huges and my models to complete the stand.  

With Paul Huges’s RAAF Fanta Mirage IIID and my Daphne de Dual IIID side by side with Jon’s four 

Miracles we had a nice six ship tribute to the RAAF use of the Miracle covering most of the main colour 

schemes used in Australian skies.          

Once again a big thank you to all for supporting the SIG and giving us the opportunity to put on another 

colourful and varied display.  We could not do it without your help and assistance.  I enjoyed catching 

up with all who attended and stopped by.  It is always a pleasure to spend time in conversation with 

Lutz and Michael from Germany.  Their perspective and insight into our hobby I find refreshing and 

inspiring. 
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Of the two days, Saturday was by far the busier and at times it was difficult to move around the halls 

with so many people in the aisles.  Despite the steady trickle of our 2021 leaflets being picked up and 

taken away we had fewer people stop and talk with us.  However we did meet Marcus Jellyman and 

his son Ethan who I think are more passionate about Mirages than Paul and I put together.  Marcus 

and Ethan are into their photography in a big way.  Marcus is an avid aircraft spotter and well 

connected with a number of French spotters and even has some friends who are members of the 

Armee De L’Air.  I think it true to say that Paul and I learned much from our conversation with Marcus 

and Ethan about French Air museums and good spotting places.  I just hope we remember come 

October when we make our annual journey down to Southern France.  Ethan is seven years old, and 

already an accomplished Mirage Modeller too and we hope that this year our stand will include some 

of his Mirage collection.  A very warm welcome to the Mirage SIG Marcus and Ethan, we will keep in 

touch with you via our Facebook group pages. 

Sunday was noticeably quieter.  The 11am Remembrance Service was very moving and conducted 

impeccably.  It amazes me that there is so much respect for those who fell in battle.  For me and many 

in the IPMS community this service is a highlight of the weekend.  With fewer people passing the 

tables I took the opportunity to speak with our cousins on the IPMS Belgium and Switzerland stands.  

I spoke with them about our Mirage60@2021 Big Display project and hopefully have solicited some 

support from both of these countries.  Having made the initial contact, I will follow up again this year 

and see if we can confirm some contributions for our 2021 display.      

Anyway some photos from SMW2019 to give you an idea of our stand and maybe bring back some 

good memories from last year. 
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Phil’s nice prototypes 

 

Ian’s 2000s beside Phil’s 4000 made for an interesting contrast in size difference 
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Martin and Lutz Kfirs 

 

David’s Indian 2000H 
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David’s Heller Scaleworx Cheetah conversion 

 

Three nice Armee De L’Air 2000 from David’s collection 
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Martin’s marvellous 2000D wearing DXM Decals 

 

Below is Martin’s FAFL 60th anniversary FAFL Special Hobby F1B 

 



 

7 
 

 

Other Mirage Models from around the Halls 

 

Two of Lutz’s F1s displayed on the PMC Bodensee stand 
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Malcolm Hopper’s  lovely 1/32nd Mirage IIIE on the 580 Modellers stand 

 

I can not remember which stand hosted this anonymous Mirage IIIC, but it caught my eye … 



 

9 
 

 

This Mirage IV was made by Ian Gaskell 

 

IPMS Switzerland featured an example of all the Swiss single seaters in 1/48 scale.  The IPMS judges 

also liked their overall stand awarding them Best Overseas Display.  
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Finally a nice Belgium 5BA on the IPMS Belgium stand 

 

The Big Display Mirage60@2021 

The time for the big display is definitely getting nearer.  There are now less than two years to go and 

that feels a little scary.  One more show and then the privilege of hosting the big display lies with us.  

Our planning continues and I’ll try and describe our current thoughts for how the table will look before 

a single model is placed upon it so you will have an idea of the physical environment. 

The Big Display table is located in Hall 3 not far from the public show entrance.  The tables are part of 

a block with a demonstration area at one end and usually the Aerobatic Display SIG at the other end.  

Behind is another long row of stands which usually includes the Bomber Command, Hurricane and 

Coastal Command SIGs displays.  The big table space measures 60 feet by 4 feet, giving a total display 

area of 240 square feet.  For the cloths we are looking to buy a sky blue/French blue set in one long 

unbroken run for the top.  For the vertical sides we are looking to have a darker navy/royal blue to 

give some contrast.  The vertical front 60 feet run will then be faced with the flags of each country 

that operated one or more of the Mirage family.  The flags will be 5 feet by 3 feet in order to hang 

from table top to floor level.  I anticipate that they will be overlapped to get them all in.  We plan to 

have four French tricolours to emphasise the Mirage aircraft family originates from France.   Although 

the RAF never operated any Mirages we will include a Union Jack, well it is a UK show after all.  I still 

need to buy about eight flags.  Purchasing a 5ft x 3ft Zaire flag has been a problem up to now but I 

have managed to find an online supplier.  I have the old and the new South African flags, but still need 

to obtain both the old and new Libyan flags.  The flags should provide an attractive riot of colour.  I 

would like to have one or two GAMD/Dassault company flags but need to work on finding a source.  I 

will keep looking.  Maybe contacting Dassault directly will result in a donation or two.  

Back to the table top, because there will be other stands at the sides and behind we need to put in 

place side panels or what I call “fences” which will prevent the unsightly vista’s of the back of these 

displays.  To provide some height variation we will use plinths spaced along the back of the table.  We 

aim to use these plinths to display some of the 1/32nd and maybe some 1/48th models.  At the very 



 

12 
 

front of the table we will have a “ribbon” which we will use to show the timeline divided into six so 

there will be a representation for each decade.  Hopefully I have been able to convey an idea of how 

the big table will look with my description above.  Paul is going to lead the provision of the clothes, 

fences, plinths and the overall physical display using as many “free” materials that can be 

reused/repurposed/recycled from his work place.           

Our thoughts and ideas so far with regards to placing the models suggest that we will split the 60 feet 

run into three areas.  In the middle of the table we plan to locate models of the Mirage prototypes, 

initial test aircraft and the experimental aircraft.  These will be accompanied by information panels 

introducing the originals of each Mirage type.  The main label heading will be the “The Mirage 

Emerges … “.  It would be nice to have models representing the Kfir and Cheetah prototypes.    Flanking 

the prototypes, we plan to locate special schemes/anniversary schemes and Tiger Meet schemes.  

“Specials” on one side, Tigers on the other.  That leaves two areas of roughly equal size, one for the 

first three decades, the 60s, 70s and 80s.  Looking at the table from the publics view this will be on the 

left.  That leaves the 90’s the 00’s and 2010 until now on the right hand side.  Hopefully on the far left 

we will see Mirage IIICs and on the far right Mirage 2000-9s.  In between, we will see a varied mix of 

the Mirage stories.    

One thing we want to avoid is just having neat straight rows of models.  Having plinths to break up the 

space will help prevent that look.  What we would like to do is tell some of the many mirage stories 

throughout the six decades.  But what stories do we feature and include?  This is where we need your 

help.  What “stories” would you like to see featured?  What “stories” should we feature? 

One thing that we most definitely must include is recognition for as many of the modellers who 

contribute to the display as is possible.  This sounds fairly easy to achieve and for the SIG members I 

will provide a means of collecting information about your models and who built them so this credit 

can be included, however for those who pickup our flyers and don’t keep in regular touch, it will be 

harder.  We may have to arrange some printing capability on the SMW2021 Saturday to make up a 

panel of names.  Another idea for the SIG members could be to display a passport sized photo with 

name details etc as well. 

 It was good to hear some of your Mirage60@2021 build plans at SMW2019.  Roland Turner has an 

Italeri 1/32nd  Mirage IIIC to build as aircraft number 23 the first operational Mirage to join Escadre de 

Chasse 2 of the Armee De L’Air at Dijon.  Michael Ullmann is planning to make a 1/32nd Swiss Mirage 

or two.  Lutz Arndt is retiring from work in April this year and is planning on converting a 1/32nd Revell 

Mirage into a Cheetah C with some of his new found freedom and time (enjoy your retirement Lutz, 

well done !!).  Peter Fearis is planning to expand his 1/72nd RAAF collection using the High Planes 

Models kits.  I’m hoping he will also venture into the Pakistani Air Force using the same kits.  Peter 

definitely bought a High Planes kit with Pakistani decals at Telford!  Ian Short is planning to build fifteen 

1/72nd Mirages, mainly 2000’s and F1s that will mainly wear Armee De L’Air markings.  Ian is currently 

upgrading the old Matchbox two seater into an early (natural meal) Israeli IIIBJ.  Paul Tuckey has a 

production line of 1/48th Kinetic and Heller 2000.  These will of course wear Armee De L’Air decals.  

My build plans include 1/144th Mirages using the recent Mark One kits, 1/32nd Revell Mirage IIIR, a 

1/32nd Argentinian IIICJ, 1/48th and 1/72nd Mirage 2000’s wearing Taiwanese, Qatari, UAE, Peru, Brazil 

and Armee De L’Air, 1/48th Mirage IIIC wearing Israeli and SAAF markings, 1/48th and 1/72nd Mirage 

IIID and R variants in the grey and green schemes. 

In the next newsletter I will share more of Paul’s thoughts on the Armee De L’Air types and stories 

that he would like the display to include.  My own Armee De L’Air thoughts and what I would like to 

see included are:  Aircraft operated by Escadre de Chasse  02/002 Cote D’Or, the Mirage training unit, 
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Escadre de Reconnaissance 33 (Mirage IIIR/RDs and F1CRs), Escadre de Chasse 13 Mirage VF.  I also 

think we must include the Mirage IV story from the A through to the P.  Another period so much part 

of the Mirage III story is the deployments to Djibouti in East Africa. 

For the International Operators stories, I hope to see models representing Belgium, Switzerland, Spain 

and Greece as the European users.  I would like to see models representing Latin America, Asian, 

Australian and African continents.   

I think Israel’s use of the III and Nesher and its home grown Kfirs and recce solution with the 

changeable noses allows good opportunities to represent famous pilots, aircraft and IAF squadrons.   I 

think Argentina’s forty three year service presents good opportunities too, especially the period just 

before, during and after the Falklands conflict and at the end of their service.  The Pakistani Air Force 

are still using their Mirage III/V aircraft.  They must be the longest service operator of the international 

user group.  The tie up with other nations fleets which they bought could also provide some interesting 

models, such as the grey fuselage with SAAF wings example covered on the 1/48 Xtradecal sheet or 

as Peter has done with the RAAF fanta scheme ARDU aircraft which were bought by Pakistan and then 

marked up with new roundels and code numbers but otherwise left in the RAAF colours.   

I think I have said enough about Mirage60@2021 for now with maybe just this last bit.  Paul and I 

disagree on the inclusion of a Rafale.  So what does the group think?  Should there be a Rafale 

prototype or an early Rafale B / M located in the far right sector of the table, labelled up perhaps as 

“Beyond the Mirage”. 

 

SIG & Model Show News  
In the UK the model show season has already started with IPMS Bolton kicking everything off on 19th  
January.  I think it is time to ask my to wife to wash and iron the table cloths in readiness for our first 
show of the season.   We are aiming to support the shows listed below. 
 
The Mirage SIG has so far received invitations to display at: 
 

 RAF Museum, Cosford 5th April – We are confirmed  

 ModelKraft, Milton Keynes, 10th May – Awaiting confirmation 

 IPMS Salisbury, Salisbury 30th May – We are confirmed 

 IPMS Avon, Thornbury – awaiting invitation  

 Modelfest, IPMS Farnborough – awaiting invitation  

 IPMS Brampton, St Ives – awaiting invitation  

 IPMS Abingdon, awaiting invitation  

 Maquette Expo 30th Anniversary Show, Hyeres South of France – awaiting invitation  

 SMW, Telford 7th & 8th November – awaiting IPMS Returns Trigger Mail 

 

Having featured articles for Australia and Latin America, I thought I would jump across to Europe and 

share an article on the Belgium Air Force and their unique Mirages. 

Belgium’s Multi-Role Mirages 

This article originates from General Michel Mandl (retired), former Chief of Staff of the Belgium Air 

Force and a Mirage 5 pilot during the Cold War. 
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At the start of the 1960’s Belgium was looking to replace its Republic F-84F/RF-84F fleet along with its 

neighbouring countries (Nederland, Norway, Denmark).  The Dutch and Norway selected the Northrop 

F-5 with Denmark deciding on SAAB’s Drakken.  In 1963 the Belgium government decided to purchase 

112 Lockheed F-104 Starfighters from the USA.  However, this was determined to be insufficient for 

the Belgium Air Forces fighter bomber requirement and further aircraft were sought.  In early 1968 

the Belgium government selected the Dassault 5.  This decision was primarily influenced by economic 

considerations, including in particular the co-production options available to the nation’s aeronautical 

industry.  

The Mirage 5 bought by the Belgium government, was in fact a Mirage III without the radar, a fighter 

interceptor and not a fighter bomber at all!  From the start the Belgium government and Air Force set 

about converting Dassaults Mach 2 fighter into the fighter bomber it required.  This task proved to be 

a challenge for all the staff and units involved.  The order placed with Dassault was for 106 aircraft.  

Of this total, 27 were single seaters dedicated to the reconnaissance role.  These were to be fitted 

with five cameras in the nose.  Two cameras would face to port, two to starboard.  The remaining 

camera would face forwards and downwards.  16 two seat trainers were required with the remainder 

being single seat fighter bombers.  The official name given to the Belgium Mirages was Mirage M5 but 

colloquially the nomenclatures of Mirage 5BA (single seat attack), Mirage 5BD (two seat trainer) and 

Mirage 5BR (single seat reconnaissance) were adopted. 

France built three prototypes with Belgium producing the remaining 103 aircraft.  These were built by 

SABCA and SONACA (which was formerly Fairey Aircraft) who shared the airframe construction.  The 

Motors Division of FN built 130 ATAR 9C engines.  This engine was a nine stage axial compressor 

turbotjet capable of developing a dry thrust of 9,436lb static and 13,228lb static with afterburner. 

The main changes to the Mirage design featured a new aerodynamic longer and slimline nose and a 

different ventral fin pack for the lower fuselage.  The Belgium style ventral pack also included an 

arresting hook to aid landing the aircraft at high speed on short runways. 

The Belgium Air Force selected eight pilots to become future Mirage instructors.  The eight pilots were 

sent for training with the French Armee De L’Air at Dijon with EC 02/002 Cote D’or for basic conversion.  

With the basics under their belt they transferred to Colmar for a period of operational training with 

EC 13.  

The first production aircraft was flown to Florennes Air Base on 30th June 1970.  The initial aircraft flew 

in natural metal colours but with the cold war intensifying and air forces seeking to make their aircraft 

less conspicuous the Belgium Air Force adopted the Vietnam/South East Asia tan and two tone green 

over light grey camouflage scheme which was more appropriate for attack aircraft flying over 

European landscapes. 

By March 1972, four squadrons were operational.  The 1st and 8th Squadrons were based at Bierset 

(Liege).  Both squadrons in the fighter bomber role, with the latter also responsible for the conversion 

training course and standardisation flight.  The 2nd and 42nd squadrons had their home with the 2nd 

Wing at Florennes, one in the fighter bomber role, the other tasked with tactical reconnaissance. 

All squadron pilots were initially trained at Florennes until December 1971 when training transferred 

to Bierset.  In total, 404 pilots were trained and qualified to fly and fight the Mirage M5.  Pilot training 

ceased in 1994 when Mirage operations came to an end. 

The pilots discovered the typical flight characteristics of the delta wing and the excitement offered by 

13,228lb (6000kg) of thrust with afterburner.  Nevertheless this was tempered by the 1,700 litre ferry 
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tanks, which became standard operational configuration for the Mirage 5BAs.  With these large heavy 

tanks fitted, of course speed was affected due to weight and drag.  Obviously the standard stores fit 

resulted in reduced top speed. 

Compared to the old Republic F-84F, the Mirage M5 performance was a great improvement for its 

pilots, but they were rather taken aback when discovering that the operating range of the Mirages did 

not allow their previously assigned squadron targets from the Thunderstreak era to be reached.  This 

discovery led the Mirage squadrons to be retasked to support allied ground forces at the border 

between East and West Germany and a few selected specific targets across the GDR (East German) 

border. 

The Mirage 5M could carry retarded bombs (the Mk 82R and Matra 400kg), BL755 cluster bombs and 

2.75 inch (70mm) rockets.  In self defence mode and as a backup offensive weapon the Mirage had 

two 30mm cannon.  AIM-9 Sidewinder missiles were often carried during operations. 

The aircraft had neither a horizontal tail plane nor flaps.  Flight controls consisted of four ailerons 

reacting to the roll, yaw and pitch inputs and two inner flaperons, playing the role of elevator and 

rudder. 

Lift characteristics of a delta wing are very different from those of a more classical wing.  Exceeding 

the angle of incidence is barely noticeable and this gives the pilot a false safety impression.  The aircraft 

may make a flick roll, a particularly quick rotation around the longitudinal axis.  In the case of an 

uncontrolled manoeuvre at high angle of attack, the aircraft can enter into a spin, often with fatal 

consequences at low altitudes.  Another danger looms at too high angles of attack that can occur when 

flying at low speeds outside the authorised flight envelope.  Indeed, in this position, the engine cannot 

make up for the drag induced by the delta wing, which creates a very uncomfortable situation, in 

particular during the landing phase.  Selecting the afterburner is not possible at these high angles of 

attack because of the risk of engine flame-out is too great.  This is, among other reasons, why the final 

approach has to be flown at a power setting not below 85%.  The landing speed is also rather high so 

standard procedure was to use a drag chute.  It also led to the Belgium Air Force to request each 

aircraft have an arresting hook fitted for emergency situations. 

Working with Harriers 

It is fair to say that during its operational service, the Belgium Mirage squadrons worked closely with 

RAF frontline fighters such as the Jaguar, Buccaneers, Tornadoes and Harriers.  One aspect of this close 

co-operation unknown to me was a secret exercise which occurred at the beginning of May 1982.  

Three Mirage 5BA and a single 5BD of the 3rd Wing at Bierset flew to RAF Gutersloh in West Germany 

to rendezvous with RAF Harriers.  The aim was to carry out a very short period of dissimilar air combat 

training (DACT) with RAF Harriers in preparation for their deployment to the Falklands.  The exercise 

was short and intense.  Several Harrier pilots flew in the back seat of a Mirage and all the Mirage pilots 

flew in a two seat Harrier.  At first, the missions flown were 1 v 1.  These then progressed onto 2 v 2.  

For the return flight to Bierset, the Harriers setup a Combat Air Patrol (CAP) pattern in an attempt to 

intercept the Mirages.  During these missions the Harriers benefitted from complete radar support to 

simulate what they would receive from the Royal Navy ships in the Falklands, the Mirages had radar 

coverage for safety reasons only. 

ACE Guard 

Another significant operation which Belgium Mirages participated in was ACE GUARD.  This followed 

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990.  Wit war in the Gulf looking inevitable, NATO decided to activate 
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part of the Allied Command Europe Mobile Force known as ACE Mobile Forces South.  As a result, the 

BAF 8th Squadron received the order to deploy with 18 Mirage 5s to Diyarbakir Air Base, in the 

southeast of Turkey under the name of ACE Guard.  The integration with NATO partners and the Desert 

Shield/Storm coalition was carried out without major problems.  Co-operation with allied surveillance 

systems (AWACS, land based control and reporting centres) as well as with air base defences (Patriot, 

F-16) also occurred swiftly and efficiently.  The Mirages mounted combat air patrols to help protect 

Turkey against attack from Iraqi forces. 

In all, some 500 Belgium service men took part in the ACE Guard deployment.  Pilots as well as 

technicians and support personnel demonstrated high motivation and professional skills.  A total of 

790 operational missions were successfully flown with a serviceability of more than 90% for the 

Mirage.  

Modernisation                  

The first generation of Mirage pilots very quickly realised that its equipment was rather primitive 

compared to other more advanced aircraft and took it upon themselves to propose improvements.  

Unfortunately, only one aspect was then considered a priority: the Mirage had to be fitted with an 

Electronic Counter Measures system.  This was accomplished and the Mirage was for many years the 

only fighter in NATO’s European based fleet equipped with internal ECM for passive detection as well 

as for active jamming.  The ECM upgrade arrived in 1980.  A new Mark10 Martin Baker ejector seat 

was also provided at the same time. 

In the late 1970’s, Belgium acquired 116 General Dynamics F-16s.  However, the new budgetary 

situation ruled out the replacement of the entire Mirage 5 fleet that was nearing the end of its 

operational lifetime of about 15 years.  In order to maintain NATO commitments, it was thus necessary 

to extend the lifespan of part of the fleet.  In addition, this made it possible to further exploit the 

success of the ECM programme, which represented a considerable operational and financial 

investment. 

Launched in 1988 under the name of MIRSIP (MIRage Saftey Improvement Programme), this mid-life 

update incorporated important structural modifications with the addition of canard winglets, the 

installation of a modern navigation and fire control system.  One of the architects of this programme 

was none other than the most brilliant aviator the Belgium Air Force has ever known, the nation’s very 

own astronaut, Frank De Winne.  

Unfortunately these modernised aircraft would never enter service with the Belgium Air Force.  With 

the end of the Cold War approaching, Belgium was one of the first countries to capitalise on the 

benefits of peace.  In 1993 the Belgium government decided to do away with its Mirages.  In all 25 

completely or partially modernised Mirages were sold to the Chilean Air Force.  It was not without a 

twinge of regret that the Mirage pilots saw their upgraded aircraft flying in other skies.  

Mirage Collector 

About 12 Mirage 5s remain in museums today.  Mainly in France, Chile and Belgium.  In Belgium, one 

private collector exists, Commandant Marcel De Petter (retired).  Marcel flew Mirage 5M for almost 

18 years.  Much of this time as an instructor with the 8th Squadron.  During his service he acquired 

3,200 hour on the Mirage.  On May 8th 1985, near Gutersloh in Central Germany, Marcel suffered an 

engine failure whilst flying BA19.  He ejected safely although he spent several hours in a tree before a 

British helicopter rescued him.  Exactly 25 years later, he was contacted by an aviation fan who told 
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him that he possessed a Mirage dashboard without instruments but with the inscription ‘BA19’!  

Marcel became the owner and started looking for instruments and control lights. 

Helped by many friends and Mirage technicians, Marcel succeed in rebuilding this dashboard.  During 

his research, he found himself in Paris in a Mirage spare parts collector’s home.  There he discovered 

the nose and the cockpit of another Belgian Mirage.  BA27: 26ft (8m) long and weighing two tons.  He 

spent his savings and became its owner and in May 2014, the aircraft was placed in a large garden 

shed in Marcel’s backyard.  With the help of technicians and former colleagues from the 3rd Wing, the 

cockpit was made operational again.  The night lighting, gunsight, everything worked. 

Most people would have stopped there, but Marcel’s ambition was to buy and own an entire aircraft 

and he succeeded.  With the aid of the Belgium Mirage 5 Pilots Association and a few other sponsors, 

Marcel acquired a two seater 5BD in which he had flown numerous missions.  This was BD09, located 

at La Teste de Buch, near Arcachon in France.  It was owned by equipment refurbishment specialists 

SOFEMA Corporation, but Marcel persuaded them to sell it to him. 

After purchase by Marcel and his friends, the aircraft was moved by road to former Brustem Air Base 

(St-Truiden) where BD09 is currently preserved in a former air force hardened aircraft shelter.  The 

technicians who worked on BA27 are taking good care of the aircraft.  The team have the aspiration 

of getting BD09 to be able to taxi once again under her own power.  In the meantime the owners of 

the aircraft are keen to bring things to life as best they can so visitors can sit in the cockpit and hear 

the sounds of start-up, taxiing and the take-off of a four-ship in afterburner.  In a recent development 

there is now a virtual reality cockpit experience where guests are part of a three-ship formation.  The 

team charge €20 for this experience although to visit the aircraft itself is free.  BD09 is usually available 

for viewing every second Saturday and fourth Wednesday of the month.  More details can be found 

on: https://www.facebook.com/groups/190939791496266/ . 

Of course Marcel and the team seem to be missing a 5BR from their collection …….  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/190939791496266/
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BA17 showing the post 1980’s upgrade and wraparound camouflage scheme and a few touch ups on 

the rear 

 

BA26 wearing the original 1970’s camouflage 

 

BR04 showing the early reconnaissance 5BR scheme 
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BD09 does look magnificent and well cared for! 

 

 



 

21 
 

 

BD09 keeps good company with a Spitfire Mk9 and Sea Fury FB11 

  

Builds in Progress from our SIG Members 

Graham Harris from Townsville, Queensland Australia has shared these photos with the SIG 

Facebook pages.  It is only right that I share them here with the Non Facebook user membership 

group too.  Some very nice work Graham.   
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Alain Courouge from Bordeaux France shared these photos of his High Planes Models Dagger on the 

www.maquettes72.free.fr website.  If Alain’s work is new to you, then I recommend you visit the 

Maquette72.free.fr website where you will find more of his amazing Mirage builds.  In particular I 

recommend you seek out his build of the Armee De L’Air Mirage 5F.  You can also see posts of Alain’s 

marvellous work on the www.master194.com website.  Alain also goes by the name of Colossusfr. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.maquettes72.free.fr/
http://www.master194.com/
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Phil Cater from Sawtry, Cambridgeshire in the UK is making good progress with these resin Mirage 

G8 kits.  I have heard some horror stories about these kits, however Phil seems to be weaving his 

magic and taming the ‘beasts’.  Phil’s prototype and experimental aircraft collection continues to 

grow. 

 

 

Paul Tuckey has shared the following photos of his Kinetic Mirage 2000 builds.  These are very timely 

for me (the ‘grasshopper’ can follow in the ‘masters’ footsteps ….. for those who remember the 

David Carradine Kung Fu TV series from the 70’s !!).   Paul has paid attention to the air intakes 

correcting kit omission behind the splitter plate, removing the “pips” which should not be there and 

adding the missing splitter in the gap on the fuselage side.  Also added are the air intake tie-in bars 

at the top and undersides.  The second photo shows to good effect the improvements Paul has 

added. 
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Antoney Wilkinson, now back in Australia has shared these photos of the next set of RAAF miracles 

being lovingly crafted.  Note the Ronin Decal Set covering the special schemes. 
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New Kit / Decal Releases 

I’m writing this just before the Nuremberg Toy Fair at the end of January.  It possible that some news 

of interest to us Mirage fans will arrive from this event.  But for now I have the following snippets of 

news …. 

New kit releases have been thin on the ground recently.  Maybe that is not a bad situation.  Special 

Hobby have released their F1 single set/two seater set combined with the HMH book (see below).  

This release includes the large 2200 litre tank used by the F1CT.  For the single seater, markings are 

provided for: 

 Armee De L’Air Normandie Nieman F1CT 

 Ecuadorian Air Force F1JA 

 Jordanian Air Force F1EJ 

For the F1B, the markings include: 

 Armee De L’Air aircraft 520 wearing the 60th Anniversary D-Day stripes 

 Iranian Air Force sporting a two tone blue camouflage 

 Qatari Air Force  aircraft QA62/U  

Revell have plans to release in 2020 the Special Hobby F1 kit but it is not clear which variant(s) they 

will provide.  The long awaited F1AZ variant from Special Hobby remains elusive. 
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During the SMW weekend Lutz managed to have a conversation with Raymond Cheung (Kinetic 

Models) regarding their 1/48th Mirage F1 project announced at the IPMS USA National show in 2018.  

The news did not sound promising.  Raymond is still thinking about this subject as a future release but 

for now this remains only a theoretical kit.  It does look like the ESCI/Italeri and Kitty Hawk F1 kits will 

be the only choice for the foreseeable future.  The Cheetah D from Kinetic also feels like it was only a 

pipe dream too. 

Ronin Decals of Australia have released two different limited edition sets for RAAF subjects.  Firstly  a 

1/32nd scale decal sheet called RAAF Mirage IIIO History Set which costs $AUD 80 and in 1/72nd RAAF 

77 Squadron Diamond Jubilee Mirage IIIO which costs $AUD 17 on the 

https://roningraphicsaustralia.com website.  Post and Packaging needs to added for the final cost. 

In 1/72nd scale, we still await news of the Special Hobby Mirage III series.  Again at SMW no positive 

news in terms of release this year or any future date was shared. 

Kitty Hawk appear to have released their 1/32nd Mirage 2000C kit although I am not aware of any 

reaching UK suppliers such as Hannants.  On the www.Master194.com modelling site, there are 

suggestions that Kitty Hawk will also produce a Mirage 2000B kit after they have released the 

2000D/N.  New decals in 1/32nd scale are already appearing with Berna Decals releasing sheet 32064 

covering EC 02/005 aircraft.  Another French decal supplier, FFSMC are releasing two sheets one 

dedicated to Armee De L’Air aircraft with the other catering for overseas operators. 

Finally in 1/72nd scale ModelSvit will be re-releasing their Mirage IIIE kit with revisions and 

improvements following feedback about the excessive “rivets” and the strange wing / elevon 

breakdown.  No date has been given or details about whether the same decals options will be provided 

or new schemes made available.  If ModelSvit come through with this, well it will demonstrate that 

they have listened to their customers. 

 

  

https://roningraphicsaustralia.com/
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New Books / Publications that maybe of interest 

 

 

Title: Dassault Mirage F1 – Flying with Air Forces around the world 

Authors: Duke Hawkins 

Published by: HMH Publications 

ISBN: 978-2-9602488-9-0  

Pages: 82 

This book arrived as part of the Special Hobby Duo Release which includes one single seat kit, one two 

seater kit and this book.  The book provides a varied mix of walk around detailed images covering all 

areas of the aircraft.   Its 82 pages are full of photos accompanied by caption text.  The vast majority 

of the photos included in this book were new to me.  A number are of former Spanish Air Force F1s 

wearing the final pale grey air superiority scheme.  I found the chapter on the cockpits, instrument 

panels and ejector seat of most interest especially the Spanish F1M instrument panel which is very 

different from the standard Armee De L’Air version.  There is a small section covering maintenance  of 

the F1.  Most of the images in this section where taken in the USA at Draken International’s facilities 

during what looks like the re-assembly phase.  Also included are images of the Draken F1s as they are 

being painted shortly before their first test flights in the USA.  If you are a fan of the Mirage F1 and 

looking to augment your photo references then this book will be a valuable addition to your reference 

library. 
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Tail Piece 

Some images I recently captured off the web 

 

French 2000-5’s in tight proximity alla Victor Voltige of old  

 

Even on the ground, close formation take off is the order of the day.  Are they really that close or is it 

an illusion produced by the camera lens? 
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The new ATAC Mirage F1s look very much like the Armee De L’Air F1CT with minimal marking 

changes 

 

Devoid of its former markings, the stars and bars, company logo on the tail and the registration 

number on the rear flanks, that about sums up the changes that I spotted 
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On the other hand, this Draken International aircraft is much more flamboyant  
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And finally some real tails. 

 

Qatari Mirage 2000-5EDA line up, note on the ground the exhaust pipe stays in the open position. 
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Fuerza Aerea Argentina’s Fingers I think …… 


